McNair Scholars Summer Research Institute
Outline for Empirical Research Paper
Explanations
1. Empirical research requires IRB application and approval before any data may be collected.
Please start and complete this process no later than March 1 of each year.
2. By working with mentors during the academic year, participants are encouraged to prepare as
much of this paper in advance of the Summer Research Institute as possible so the summer
can be focused on implementing the proposed research.
3. Participants who were granted permission in advance of the Institute to conduct nonempirical projects may not use this guide; instead, the “Outline for Non-Empirical Research”
must be used.
4. The paper must be double-spaced and must conform to APA Manual, latest edition.
5. The content items are very similar to how you will be expected to organize your work in
graduate school and for doctoral study. However, the actual content will be expanded upon
significantly at the graduate and doctoral level. But for McNair purposes, your content will
be cogent summaries.
6. This document is just a sample. The final identification of sections, which may exceed the
contents herein, depends on the nature of the research and analysis and discussions with
mentor. The final “look and feel” of your paper will reflect guidance from your mentor.
7. The page numbers are approximate and are intended to encourage successful completion of
the paper during the Summer Research Institute.
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Depending on your study, you may use “Theoretical Framework” or “Conceptual Framework” as appropriate.
Scholars may choose to have this section at the end of each section of the literature rather than at end of chapter.
Use the same term used in Chapter 1
4
Sources include refereed journals, books, secondary sources (magazines, newspapers, reports), documentary data and electronic
sources (credible websites). Wikipedia and similar sites are not acceptable sources.
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